Kidspace Wrap Around Care
Dangerous Plants Policy
Kidspace Wrap Around Care recognises that some plants, berries, seeds, bulbs, fungi and natural materials may be poisonous if eaten or may cause irritation or allergic reactions if handled. This policy applies to all Kidspace Wrap Around Care settings and is intended to be used consistently across different locations. It should be read alongside the organisation’s health and safety, first aid, accident reporting, safeguarding and risk assessment procedures.
Kidspace Wrap Around Care will take reasonable steps to reduce the risk of children coming into contact with dangerous plants during indoor activities, outdoor play, shared use of premises, entrances and exits, walks, gardening, nature-based learning and any other activities involving natural materials. The Setting Manager is responsible for ensuring that suitable checks and controls are in place for the area being used. Risk assessments must take into account:
· the ages and maturity of the children
· the degree of supervision required
· whether access to affected areas needs to be restricted
· how children with allergies might be affected.
Staff must remain alert to plants, berries, seeds, bulbs, fungi, soil and cut flowers brought onto the premises or found during outdoor play or activities. Children must be reminded not to eat, pick or handle unknown plants, berries, seeds, bulbs or fungi. Any suspected exposure, ingestion or allergic reaction must be treated as an incident and managed in line with Kidspace Wrap Around Care procedures. Where urgent medical advice is required, staff must contact emergency services or NHS 111 as appropriate and inform parents or carers as soon as possible.
The Setting Manager must complete or review a local risk assessment before this policy is used at each location, including outdoor areas, shared grounds, landlord-maintained areas, school grounds, community spaces and regular walking routes.
The Setting Manager is responsible for ensuring that staff are aware of this policy, relevant risks are discussed during induction and ongoing training, and any changes to the environment are reviewed promptly. This includes seasonal changes, new planting, maintenance work, donated plants or flowers, temporary use of different outdoor spaces and any concerns raised by staff, children, parents, carers, schools, landlords or site owners.
Staff induction must include how to identify and report concerns about dangerous plants or natural materials, where relevant risk assessments are kept, and what action to take if a child is suspected to have touched or eaten something harmful.
Where Kidspace Wrap Around Care operates from premises owned or managed by another organisation, staff must follow Kidspace Wrap Around Care procedures while also taking account of any relevant site arrangements. If there is a conflict or concern, the Setting Manager must seek advice from senior management before children use the affected area.
Where outdoor areas, shared grounds, borders, pathways or planted areas are maintained by a school, landlord, contractor, site owner or other organisation, any concern about dangerous plants must be reported to them by the Setting Manager or another appropriate senior person. The concern and any follow-up action must be recorded.
The following list identifies commonly found plants that may pose a hazard. It is not fully comprehensive and must be used alongside staff vigilance, risk assessments and current safety advice. If staff are unsure whether a plant or natural material is safe, children must be kept away from it until advice has been sought and the risk has been assessed.

	Common name
	Latin name
	Harmful

	Indoor Plants 

	Angels' Trumpets 
	(Brugmansia or Datura) 
	E

	German Primula 
	(Primula Obconica) 
	T

	Lantana 
	(Lantana) 
	E / T

	Leopard Lily 
	(Dieffenbachia) 
	E / T

	Oleander 
	(Nerium Oleander) 
	E

	Rosy Periwinkle 
	(Catharanthus Roseus) 
	E

	Umbrella Tree 
	(Schefflera) 
	T

	Bulbs eg Daffodils & Hyacinths 
	(Narcissus) (Hyacinthus) 
	E / T

	Cut flowers eg Daffodils, Monkshood, Mistletoe 
	(Narcissus) (Aconitum) (Viscum Album)
	E / T

	Garden Plants 

	Autumn Crocus 
	(Colchicum Autumnale) 
	E

	Castor Oil Plant
	(Ricinus Communis)
	E / T

	Foxglove 
	(Digitalis Purpurea) 
	E

	Freemontodendron 
	(Fremontodendron) 
	T

	Ivy
	(Hedera Helix) 
	E / T

	Laburnum
	(Laburnum Anagyroides) 
	E

	Leyland Cypress 
	(X Cupressocyparis) 
	T

	Lily-of-the-Valley
	(Convallaria Majalis) 
	E

	Lupins 
	(Lupinus) 
	E

	Mezereon 
	(Daphne Mezereum) 
	E / T

	Monkshood 
	(Aconitum Napellus) 
	E / T

	Pokeweed 
	(Phytolacca) 
	E / T

	Rue 
	(Ruta Graveolens) 
	T

	Spurge
	(Euphorbia)
	E / T

	Yew 
	(Taxus Baccata) 
	E

	Wild and native plants

	Black Bryony 
	(Tamus Communis) 
	E

	Black Nightshade 
	(Solamum Nigrum) 
	E

	Cherry Laurel 
	(Prunus Laurocerasus) 
	E

	Deadly Nightshade 
	(Atropa Belladonna) 
	E

	Giant Hogweed 
	(Heracleum Mantegazzianum) 
	T

	Hemlock 
	(Conium Maculatum) 
	E

	Hemlock Water Dropwort 
	(Oenanthe Crocata) 
	E

	Horse Chestnut 
	(Aesculus Hippocastanum) 
	E

	Lords-and-Ladies 
	(Arum Maculatum) 
	E

	Mistletoe
	(Viscum Album)
	E

	Snowberry
	(Symphoricarpos Albus) 
	E

	Wild Privet 
	(Ligustrum Vulgare) 
	E

	Woody Nightshade 
	(Solanum Dulcamara) 
	E



Key: E = Harmful if eaten, T = Harmful if touched
The presence of a plant on this list does not automatically mean that an activity or area cannot be used, but suitable supervision, control measures and risk assessment must be in place. Plants or natural materials that present an unacceptable risk must be removed, made inaccessible or avoided.
Actions if a dangerous plant is identified
· Keep children away from the plant or affected area immediately.
· Inform the Setting Manager as soon as possible.
· Remove the plant safely where this can be done without creating further risk, or restrict access until it can be removed by an appropriate person.
· Record the hazard, action taken and any incident or near miss in line with Kidspace Wrap Around Care procedures.
· Review the risk assessment and share relevant information with staff before the affected area or activity is used again.
If a child may have eaten or handled a harmful plant, staff must not wait for symptoms to appear. The child must be supervised, first aid procedures followed, and medical advice sought without delay. Where possible, staff should keep a sample or clear description of the plant for identification, provided this can be done safely.
Parents or carers must be informed as soon as reasonably possible if a child has eaten, touched, handled or may have been exposed to a harmful plant or natural material. Information shared should include what happened, any first aid given, whether medical advice was sought, and any further monitoring required.
Staff must not handle, cut back or remove unknown or potentially harmful plants unless it is safe to do so. Appropriate protective equipment, such as gloves, should be used where plants, soil, sap, thorns, bulbs, berries or fungi need to be handled. If removal may create additional risk, the area must be made inaccessible and the concern reported to the Setting Manager.
Activities involving plants and natural materials
Before gardening, craft, sensory, nature, seasonal or outdoor learning activities involving plants, flowers, leaves, seeds, bulbs, soil, bark, cones, berries or other natural materials, staff must check that the materials are safe and suitable for the age and needs of the children. Children must be supervised appropriately, hands should be washed after handling natural materials, and known allergies or individual health needs must be considered.
If a setting uses gardening, forest school, allotment, nature walk or similar activities, the Setting Manager must ensure the activity is covered by a suitable risk assessment before children take part.
Children, parents, carers, visitors and staff must not bring plants, flowers, berries, seeds, bulbs, fungi, soil or other natural materials into a Kidspace Wrap Around Care setting unless they have been checked and approved by the Setting Manager as safe and suitable for the activity or environment.
When planning or supervising activities involving plants or natural materials, staff must take account of individual allergy care plans, healthcare plans, asthma, eczema, skin sensitivity, food allergies and any other known medical or developmental needs that may increase risk.
Staff responsibilities
· Staff must complete visual checks of areas used by children and report concerns to the Setting Manager.
· Staff must maintain appropriate supervision and prevent children from eating or handling unknown plants or natural materials.
· Staff must follow first aid, accident reporting and safeguarding procedures where there is a suspected incident or concern.
· The Setting Manager must ensure risk assessments are reviewed when environments, activities or local risks change.
Records must be kept of relevant checks, identified hazards, concerns reported, action taken, incidents, near misses, first aid, parent or carer communication and risk assessment reviews. Records must be stored and shared in line with Kidspace Wrap Around Care procedures.
Monitoring and review
This policy will be reviewed at least annually, sooner if legislation or guidance changes, following an incident or near miss, or when Kidspace Wrap Around Care opens, moves to or changes the use of a location. The Setting Manager is responsible for ensuring the policy is implemented locally and that any required risk assessments are kept up to date.
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Written in accordance with the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage, including the safeguarding and welfare requirements relating to the safety and suitability of premises, environment and equipment.
