Kidspace Wrap Around Care
Play Policy
All children are entitled to play; it is intrinsic to their quality of life and an important part of how they learn and enjoy themselves. 
According to the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage (2025), “Play is essential for children’s development, building their confidence as they learn to explore, relate to others, set their own goals, and solve problems. Children learn by leading their own play, and by taking part in play and learning that is guided by adults.”
At Kidspace Wrap Around Care, we recognise the importance of play to a child’s development and follow the Playwork Principles across all locations. Staff support and facilitate play without seeking to control or direct it. Children will never be forced to participate in play; instead, they are encouraged to initiate, choose and direct their own play experiences in a safe, inclusive and supportive environment.
Facilitating play
We support and facilitate play by:
· Providing an environment which is safe and suitable for playing in.
· Setting up each provision so that suitable activities and resources are ready before children arrive.
· Providing a varied range of equipment, resources and activities, and reviewing these regularly to ensure children have access to broad and balanced play opportunities.
· Encouraging children to request additional or alternative equipment as they choose, and if a request has to be refused, explaining why.
· Not expecting children to be occupied at all times.
· Making outdoor play available whenever it is safe and appropriate to do so, taking account of weather, supervision, available space and risk assessment.
· Involving children in planning activities, to reflect their own interests and ideas. 
· Planning activities that enable children to develop their natural curiosity and imagination.
· Allowing children freedom of creative expression, particularly in artistic or creative play.
· Intervening in play only when necessary: to reduce risks of accident or injury, or to encourage appropriate social skills. 
· Warning children in advance when an activity or game is due to end.  
· Ensuring activities are inclusive, age-appropriate and adaptable so that children with different needs, interests and abilities can take part.
· Encouraging positive behaviour, cooperation, turn-taking, independence and respect for others during play.
Play areas and equipment
· Indoor and outdoor play areas are checked and risk assessed before use in accordance with the Risk Assessment policy and each location’s routine safety checks.
· Resources and equipment are monitored regularly, kept in safe condition and reviewed to identify where additional or replacement resources may be needed.
· Children’s views are considered when selecting additional equipment, activities and resources.
· Resources promote positive images of people from a range of backgrounds, cultures, religions, family structures and abilities, in line with the Equalities policy.
· A range of fiction, non-fiction, creative, construction, role play, physical and quiet resources is made available where appropriate for the ages and needs of children attending.
· Damaged, unsuitable or unsafe equipment is removed from use and reported to the Setting Manager.
· Staff ensure that resources are cleaned, stored and used safely, with regard to children’s ages, abilities, allergies, additional needs and supervision requirements.
Inclusion, choice and child voice
Kidspace Wrap Around Care aims to provide play opportunities that are welcoming, inclusive and responsive to children’s individual needs. Staff listen to children’s views, observe their interests and use this information to plan flexible opportunities for play. Where a child requires additional support, staff will make reasonable adjustments and work with parents, carers and relevant professionals where appropriate.
Risk, challenge and supervision
Children benefit from appropriate challenge and managed risk during play. Staff balance children’s right to explore and develop independence with the duty to keep them safe. Staff supervise play in line with ratios, risk assessments, children’s needs and the layout of the provision, intervening when necessary to prevent significant harm, support positive interactions or safeguard children.
Roles and responsibilities
The Setting Manager is responsible for ensuring this policy is implemented consistently across the provision. All staff are responsible for supporting high-quality play, maintaining safe environments, reporting concerns about resources or play areas, and following relevant policies including safeguarding, health and safety, equalities, behaviour, risk assessment and SEND procedures.
Monitoring and review
This policy will be reviewed annually, or sooner if there are changes to legislation, statutory guidance, operational practice or identified areas for improvement. The Setting Manager will ensure staff are aware of the policy and understand their responsibilities.
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