Kidspace Wrap Around Care
Environmental and Sustainability Policy
Kidspace Wrap Around Care is committed to protecting the environment across all of its wrap around care settings by reducing pollution, emissions, waste and unnecessary use of resources wherever possible.
This policy applies to all Kidspace Wrap Around Care settings and provides consistent environmental expectations across every location.
Purpose
The purpose of this policy is to set out how Kidspace Wrap Around Care reduces environmental impact, promotes sustainable practice and encourages children and staff to make responsible choices in daily routines.
As part of induction, staff meetings and ongoing training, staff are informed about reducing the use of raw materials, supplies and energy, and about encouraging children to make positive environmental choices.
We raise children’s awareness of environmental issues through discussions, projects, play opportunities and everyday routines within each setting, in an age-appropriate way.
Children and staff are encouraged to follow our environmental expectations:
· We reduce, re-use and recycle waste materials wherever possible.
· We switch off lights when they are not needed and support energy-efficient practices.
· We turn off electrical equipment safely when it is not in use, unless it must remain on for safety, security or operational reasons.
· We use water responsibly and remind children and staff to turn taps off after use.
· We keep indoor and outdoor areas tidy and dispose of litter safely and responsibly.
· Where travel or outings are arranged, we consider walking, public transport, shared transport or other lower-impact options where practical and safe.
Sustainability Commitments
Kidspace Wrap Around Care supports the principles of the Department for Education sustainability and climate change strategy, including reducing environmental impact, improving awareness of climate change, supporting biodiversity and helping children understand how everyday choices can protect the environment.
· We aim to reduce unnecessary printing and use digital communication where appropriate.
· We consider environmental impact when purchasing resources, including choosing durable, reusable or recyclable items where practical.
· We encourage children to value nature, outdoor play and care for the spaces they use.
· We support energy efficiency, recycling and responsible waste disposal through consistent procedures across all settings.
Waste Management
Staff will separate recyclable waste from general waste wherever possible, store waste safely, and dispose of food waste, general waste and recyclable materials responsibly. Any hazardous or unusual waste must be reported to the Setting Manager and disposed of safely in line with relevant guidance.
Food, Snacks and Packaging
Kidspace Wrap Around Care promotes responsible use of food and packaging by reducing unnecessary waste, encouraging appropriate portion sizes, using reusable items where suitable, and disposing of food waste responsibly. Staff encourage children to understand the importance of reducing food waste and caring for the environment during snack and mealtime routines.
Cleaning and Resources
Staff use cleaning products, craft materials, play resources and everyday supplies responsibly. Resources are stored safely, maintained where possible, reused when appropriate and replaced only when necessary. Staff avoid unnecessary waste while ensuring hygiene, safety and the wellbeing of children remain the priority.
Responsibilities
The Setting Manager is responsible for ensuring this policy is shared with staff and implemented in each setting. All staff are responsible for modelling positive environmental behaviour and encouraging children to follow the expectations in this policy.
Staff and Children Involvement
Staff involve children in simple, age-appropriate environmental routines such as recycling, saving water, switching off unused lights, caring for outdoor spaces and discussing how everyday actions can help protect the environment. Staff act as positive role models and encourage children to take pride in looking after shared spaces.
Monitoring and Review
This policy is reviewed annually, or sooner if legislation, guidance or practice changes. The review ensures the policy remains effective, relevant and consistent across all Kidspace Wrap Around Care settings.
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